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CIPL 2015 seminar series – Tuesday Talks
Strengthening the fight against impunity

RSVP online by COB Friday 15 May at: 
law.anu.edu.au/events/anu-college-law/ 
cipl-2015-seminar-series-tuesday-talks

T 02 6125 1096 
The CIPL 2015 seminar series is a free event and open to the public

Presented by

Centre for International  
& Public Law

ANU College of  
Law

Tuesday 19 May 2015 6 – 7 pm
 
Stephen Rapp Ambassador-at-Large, heading the Office of Global Criminal Justice in 
the U.S. Department of State
 
Fellows Road Law Theatre ANU College of Law, Building 5, Fellows Road,  
The Australian National University

At a time when mass atrocities are being committed with apparent 
impunity in Syria, Iraq, South Sudan, and elsewhere, many 
see international criminal justice as having failed its promise.  
Ambassador Rapp recounts the progress that has been achieved, 
and discusses what is necessary for international and national 
institutions to come closer to meeting the need for accountability

Stephen Rapp was appointed by President Barack Obama, 
confirmed by the Senate, and assumed his duties on 8 September 
2009. Prior to his appointment, Ambassador Rapp served as 
Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone beginning in January 
2007, responsible for leading the prosecutions of former Liberian 
President Charles Taylor and other persons alleged to bear the 
greatest responsibility for the atrocities committed during the civil war in 
Sierra Leone. During his tenure in Sierra Leone, his office won the first 

convictions in history for recruitment and use of child soldiers and for sexual slavery and forced marriage as crimes 
under international humanitarian law.

From 2001–07, he served as Senior Trial Attorney and Chief of Prosecutions at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda, personally heading the trial team that achieved convictions of the principals of RTLM radio and 
Kangura newspaper—the first in history for leaders of the mass media for the crime of direct and public incitement 
to commit genocide.

The views expressed in this event are those of the presenter and do not necessarily represent the views of  
The Australian National University.

The Centre for International and Public Law – in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and the Attorney-General’s Department – is delighted to be running the 2015 seminar series – Tuesday Talks. 

Covering a range of contemporary and topical public and international law issues, the 2015 seminar series 
will feature speakers from the public sector and academia, to provide a forum to share expertise in public 
and international law with the Canberra legal community.
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