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RSVP online by Wednesday 15 July 2015 at

law.anu.edu.au/events/anu-college-law/ 
destruction-flight-mh17-one-year

Enquiries T 6125 0454

This event is free and open to the public

Friday 17 July 2015 2 – 5 pm
 
Fellows Road Law Theatre 1 ANU College of Law, Building 5, Fellows Road,  
The Australian National University

On 17 July 2014, Malaysian Airlines flight MH17 was shot 
down over Ukraine while enroute from Amsterdam to 
Kuala Lumpur. Onboard the aircraft, nearly two thirds of 
the passengers were Dutch citizens but there were also a 
significant number of Malaysians (many of whom were the 
crew) and Australian citizens and residents. In addition, a 
large number of the passengers were travelling to attend 
the 20th International AIDS Conference in Melbourne. 
Accordingly, Australia had a close connection with many of 
the people onboard the aircraft.

 The destruction of MH17 occurred during an armed conflict in Ukraine between pro-Russian forces 
and the forces of the Ukrainian government. Attribution of blame for the firing of the missile that 
destroyed the aircraft remains contested between the belligerents.

Immediately after the aircraft was shot down, the Australian Government launched a Whole-of-
Government response to the MH17 air disaster in Ukraine which included the deployment of personnel 
to the Ukraine from a wide range of government agencies and departments. Numerous legal issues 
arose prior to, during, and subsequent to this deployment. 

This seminar, which will be held on the 1st anniversary of the loss of MH17, will explore the manner in 
which a number of these legal issues were addressed and also subsequent developments to address 
some of those issues. Presentations will be given by officials that were directly involved, as well as 
academic commentators who will provide their perspective on the issues that emerged following flight 
MH17 being destroyed.

Please turn overleaf for the program.

The views expressed in this event are those of the presenters and do not necessarily represent the 
views of The Australian National University.

Presented by

Centre for Military  
& Security Law

Centre for International 
& Public Law

ANU College of 
Law

The destruction of flight MH17: one year on

http://law.anu.edu.au/events/anu-college-law/destruction-flight-mh17-one-year
http://law.anu.edu.au/events/anu-college-law/destruction-flight-mh17-one-year
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PROGR AM

2 – 2.10 pm SEMINAR OPENING

Professor Kim Rubenstein, Director, Centre for International and Public Law

2.10 – 3.20 pm MAPPING THE LEGAL ISSUES ARISING FROM THE 
MH17 INCIDENT

Stephanie Ierino, Principal Legal Officer, Attorney-General’s Department

 > An overview of legal issues: state sovereignty, state responsibility and 
criminal jurisdiction

John Reid, First Assistant Secretary, Attorney-General’s Department

 > Operational legal challenges – from an AGD perspective

WGCDR Pat Keane, Australian Defence Force

 > Operational legal challenges – from an ADF perspective

3.20 – 3.40 pm Afternoon tea

3.40 – 4.40 pm WIDER IMPLICATIONS AND SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS

Ron Bartsch, Chairman, AvLaw International Pty Ltd

 > Civil aviation safety and operational risk assessment

Greg French, Legal Adviser, International Legal Branch, Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade

 > Legal developments in the aftermath of MH17

4.40 – 5 pm Open forum and concluding remarks by Associate Professor David Letts,  
co-director, Centre for Military and Security Law

5 – 6 pm Networking reception


