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9 – 9.10 am

HDR Forum Opening
ANU College of Law Dean, Professor Stephen Bottomley will give some remarks to open the HDR Forum. 

9.10 – 10.30 am

The PhD Story 

Chair

Professor Imelda Whelehan, ANU Dean of Higher Degree Research

Panellists
 > Anne Macduff

 > Dr Amelia Simpson

 > Dr Anthony Connolly

This session is designed to facilitate a discussion of the unique experience that the PhD presents. A panel of three academics will share 
personal experiences of undertaking and supervising PhDs. The panelists will share insights into their research processes and both the 
opportunities and challenges they experienced. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions of the presenters and to reflect on  
their approach to their PhD and their research in general.

11 am – 12.30 pm

The Pitch: Your Thesis in Two Minutes

Facilitator

Dr Ryan Goss/Professor Simon Rice TBC

In this session, all HDR students attending the Forum will give a 2/3 minute presentation on their research, accompanied by a single slide. 
The purpose of this very short pitch is to introduce your work to your fellow researchers so that you can start thinking about whose topics/
ideas/methods/etc you could form connections with. This will be done in a collegiate and friendly spirit, taking the opportunity to find out 
what your fellow students are working on. The atmosphere will be fun, casual and hopefully pique your interest in each other’s work! The 
directors of the ANU College of Law’s research groups will attend this session, fostering further links between higher degree research and 
the work of the faculty.

Preparation required

By 19th April, HDR attendees must: 

 > Submit ONE slide that embodies their research or an aspect of their research. This could be visual, or contain some keywords or 
combine both. Keep in mind that you don’t want to draw too much attention away from what you are saying! Slides will be compiled 
into a slide deck timed for a 2 minute changeover to ensure we get through all presentations in time.

To submit this information, please go to the HDR Forum website, and click on the 19th April link at the bottom of the page.

By 5th May HDR attendees must:

 > Prepare a [2 minute] talk about your research

 > This is a very short amount of time, so keep it succinct!

 > One way to do it is to give a brief overview of the broader topic area and then highlight one example or case study

 > The ANU, in conjunction with universities around Australia, New Zealand and the Asia Pacific, holds an annual 3 Minute Thesis 
competition where PhD students have 3 minutes and a single slide to explain their research to a lay audience. You may find some 
of their resources helpful in your preparation: https://services.anu.edu.au/training/3mt-the-three-minutethesis-competition

 > Last year’s Law finalist, Justine Poon, wrote some thoughts and tips on the 3 minute thesis on her blog:  
https://tangleduniverse.wordpress.com/2016/10/25/how-abody-becomes-a-boat-my-phd-in-3-minutes/

https://law.anu.edu.au/event/forum/intersections-inaugural-anu-law-hdr-forum
https://tangleduniverse.wordpress.com/2016/10/25/how-abody-becomes-a-boat-my-phd-in-3-minutes/


1.30 – 2 pm

Legal Research Workshop

Facilitators

ANU Law Librarians TBC

The law librarians will discuss legal research skills and library resources and library support available to HDR students through the ANU 
library both on and off campus.

Preparation required

For students who are rarely in Canberra, you may want to take advantage of visiting for the forum to also book a personalised research 
consultation with librarians Joanna Longley or Anne Newton:

 > law.library@anu.edu.au

 > anne.newton@anu.edu.au

 > joanna.longley@anu.edu.au

2 – 3.15 pm

Methodology Workshop
Methodology is the system of methods applicable to research in a given field. It is a critical part of the PhD; it relates directly to the 
formation of research projects, and the practicalities of carrying out research (what research questions we ask, what data we use, how 
we carry out our research, how we explain why we examined what we did, or why we went about it in a particular way). Legal scholarship 
poses its own unique methodological challenges, and articulating the methodological approach (or approaches) underpinning the PhD 
can be difficult. Accordingly, the objective of this workshop is to help students understand the importance of acknowledging the type of 
research they are doing, and approach it in a structured way.

The workshop will be run in three parallel groups, facilitated by researchers with expertise in different methodological areas, so that 
students can attend the session that they feel is most relevant to their research or will be of most use to them (noting that more than one 
area of methodology may be relevant to some PhD projects):

 > Doctrinal Research: Dr James Stellios TBC

 > Empirical Research: Dr Mark Nolan

 > Theoretical Research: Dr Dorota Gozdecka

The facilitators will share their own experiences and insights regarding the selection and application of methodological approaches in 
legal research, and then stimulate questions and discussion to help students critically reflect on and deepen their understanding of 
the methodology that underpins their own PhD research. Issues arising for discussion may include: What is methodology? What is the 
purpose of describing methodology in the PhD? What do examiners expect to read in the methodology chapter? How did you gather and 
analyse your data? What is the difference between analysis, description and theory?

Preparation required

By 19th April, HDR attendees should: 

 > nominate which methodology workshop group they wish to participate in

To submit this information, please go to the HDR Forum website, and click on the 19th April link at the bottom of the page.

3.45 – 5.30 pm

Writing Workshop

Facilitators
 > ANU CoL Academics TBC

A core part of the PhD process is writing, but writing is not always easy. This workshop will provide students with an opportunity to share 
their experiences with writing, to share writing that they are in the process of producing and to learn from the experiences and expertise of 
other students and experienced academic writers who will facilitate the workshop. For purposes of this workshop, students will be placed 
in groups based on the nature of writing submitted, taking into account the type of writing and subject matter. 

https://law.anu.edu.au/event/forum/intersections-inaugural-anu-law-hdr-forum


Preparation required

By 19th April, HDR attendees must:

 > Submit a piece of writing (maximum length 2000 words) 

 > The piece of writing can be anything related to the PhD. For students later in the PhD journey it may be part of a chapter. For those 
approaching their TPR or Oral Presentation, it may be part of a document produced for that purpose. For those earlier in the journey, it 
may be part of their proposal, part of a literature review or an early attempt to express a difficult concept

To submit this information, please go to the HDR Forum website, and click on the 19th April link at the bottom of the page.

By 5th May; HDR attendees must:

 > Have read and formed comments on the writing samples submitted by all other members of their workshop group. (Writing samples 
will be provided to group members, including facilitators, by 24 April)

 > Comments may be stylistic, or substantive

 > Comments should be constructive

5.30 – 7 pm

Research Matters! Cocktail Reception in the ANU College of Law Foyer
This reception, hosted by the ANU College of Law HDR students, is an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate the challenges 
and rewards of academic research, and share the legal research journey with other members of the ANU College of Law’s academic 
community. The reception will include guest remarks from Dr John Hewson AM.

Inaugural HDR Forum eBooklet
To assist HDR attendees to stay connected after the forum, an e-booklet containing attendees contact details and a brief description of 
their research will be produced.  

Preparation required

To be included in this e-booklet,you must submit the following by 7th April:

 > A photo of yourself

 > It need not be the same as that featured on the website. However, it should be a clear, portrait style photograph

 > Please submit as a JPEG file

 > The (current) title of your research project

 > A 250 word description of your research project

 > The email address you would prefer other attendees use to contact you

To submit this information, please go to the HDR Forum website, and click on the 7th April link at the bottom of the page.
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