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DavidLisson

Executive Director,
Sol^binr for the Northern Territory;

Terry Lisson,
D^^ectorPromotionAppeals & Grievance Reviews
Ohioe of the Commissioner for Public Employment, Northern Territory

avid was born in Tasmania, quicktostatethathehadn'texcelled Supreme Court, following which
the second son of Betty and academically, but, ifthat was really David commenced what was to be
RegFarquhar. His brothers the case, it clearly shows that a distinguished career in the law

are Graham, a distinguished school marks are a pretty poor overthe following three and a half
scientist, and muchyoungerScott, a indicator of future excellence as a decades.
dashing park ranger. David moved lawyer(take heart, allyou less-than
through school in Melbourne, impressive students).
upstate New York, WeSIey College

While at ANU, David found hisin Melbourne, Deakin High School
nerve and wooed another student,in Canberra and then to his law
the love of his life, Jean MCDonald.degree at ANU.
In that endeavour his first love,

David's two main interests through cars, came in handy, since he was
his later school years were cars able to tempt Jeannie with offers of
and girls, He was crazy aboutthe riding in his car to visit her family
former;in absolute fear of the latter. on their farm Ardrossan in Balldale
He was also very involved in sports NSW. As Jeannie tells it, he was
(perhapsto compensate for his lack a persistent devil who just hung

around until she eventually had toof success with the ladies?)
ask him to take herbacktothefarm.
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None of his interests were

particularly conducive to high David and Jeannie married in 1976
academic achievement, and David and went off travelling in Asia for
was often subjected to scepticism six months. Then, in July 1977, at
as to whether he was really the the behest of David's law school
brother of the brilliant Graham friend, Peter Bracher (who had
who had done so well in maths married Ros Paspaley), the young
and science; perhaps explaining couple moved to Darwin "for a
why David moved to an entirely yearortwo". Peter moved David's
different field. David always was admissiontothe NorthernTerritory

.
.
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Left. ' David during the Cannonball
Inquest, October 7994.

Below. ' David's admission into the

Supreme Court of the Northern
Territory, July 7977.

David's two main interests

through his later schoolyears
were cars and girls, He was
crazy aboutthe former, 'in
absolute fear of the latter
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Jeannie, Susan Elizabeth, Davidand Ajison in Corowa, NSWon a fomilyholidayin June 2008

David's career blossomed, the firm Cridlands in 1989

commencing at the (then)
Department of Lawas a prosecutor,
then to Legal Aid, followed by
private practice, first with Masters,
Reeves and MCQueen, then

Poveys, and finally, through merger
with Cridlands and Bauer, to create

6161
Quietly, but effectiveIy, David became the 'go to'
lawyer whenever another lawyer needed a lawyer,
which confirms his achievement as the consummate

professional, ' a lawyer of unblemished integrity, offering
wise and valued counsel.

The combination of his self-

confidence, founded in his
supportive and happy marriage
to Jean; his Tasmanian farmer's
work ethic; his intellectual rigour
(which had only been hibernating
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during his school years); and his
natural characteristics, including: a
wry, self-effacing sense of humour;
unfailing courtesy to everyone he
met; fierce loyalty to his clients,
friends and partners; sound
judgement on the lawand evidence,
and on what was improbable and

^)^)



FEATURE

Sally Sievers, former colleague who
was mentoredbythe serial-huggeras
a young lawyer, on the receiving end
of one of the famous hugs atDavid's
58th birthday party.

what was achievable, led David to
the pinnacle of the legal profession
in the Northern Territory.

David's many high-profile cases
included prosecuting looters after
Cyclone Tracy, defending convicted
murderer Daniel Heiss (much to
Jean's dismay), assisting in the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody, representing
former Chief Magistrate Hugh
Bradley through to final victory
in the High Court, representing
families of two dead Japanese
racers at an inquest into the tragic
1994 CannonballRun, the MCArthur
River Mine case, and many others.

Significant positions to which David
was appointed included:

. Chairman of Northern Territory
Legal Aid

. Deputy Chair of the TIO Board

. Chairofthe Police Disciplinary
Tribunal
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. Deputy Chair of the Forster
Foundation

. Deputy Chair of the Escort
Agencies Licensing Board (He
loved telling people about this
one!)

which confirms his achievement to all, and mentioned by him often,
Legal Practitioners Disciplinary as the consummate professional; that he thought of his family as his

a lawyer of unblemished integrity, "greatest achievement. "Tribunal

offering wise and valued counsel.
David had many, many friends, not

David and Jean's plan for "one or just other lawyers, but also a wide
two years" in the Northern Territory range of peoplefrom allwalks of life.
was long forgotten, as they raised They will miss his genuine interest
their three beautiful, intelligent in their issues and problems, his
and lovely daughters: Elizabeth, wonderful and world-famous hugs,
a lawyer with the Solicitor forthe the fun and good times they had
NorthernTerritory; Susan, a brilliant with him, and hearing him ask, in
geologist, now studying for her his lovely, caring voice:
Masters/PHD; and A1ison, just

"Howhave yougraduated after studying genetics
and biochemistry at her father's

been, my friend?"alma mater, ANU. Although David
was a top lawyer, it was obvious

.
.

.

. Police Promotions Appeal
Board

. Superannuation ReviewBoard

... and many others

In recentyears, David acted as lead
advisor to the Northern Territory
Government on Tort Law Reform,
and chaired the review into MACA

Quietly, but effective Iy, David
becamethe 'goto'lawyer whenever
another lawyer needed a lawyer,
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Deputy ChiefMinisterandAttomey-
General Della Lawne MLA with David

at his 581h birthday party

and loved ones knowing how much
he cared forthem

David's star in the legal profession
was still rising when he was stuck
down by that cruel disease. He
would have made a greatjudge; he
would have mentored many more
superb young lawyers; he would
have led TIO in new directions, and
he would have come to the rescue

of many more lawyers needing help

David Sydney Fanguhar has left his
markin manyways-asthe ultimate
lawyer, as a mentorand role model
in everything he did, as a loving
husband and proud father, as a
truly gifted serial hugger, and as a
wonderful and loyal friend who will
never be forgotten, and impossible
to replace

David learned that he had terminal bitterness. His only concern was
cancer one year before his death. to make things as easy as he could
Throughout that year he was for his devastated family andfriends
incredibly brave in the face of the - giving generously of his time and
terrible news he had received, ensuring he did allhe could to leave
with never a word of self-pity or his affairs in order, and his friends

6'6'
He would have made a great
judge, ' he would have mentored
manymore superb young
lawyers, ' he would have led TIO
in new directions, and he would
have come to the rescue of many
more lawyers needing help.

Ded^^ated followers offashion, David

Lisson, Graham Gole (lawyer in
Katherine) andDavid Fanguharon
holiday in Ball, February 2005
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We acknowledge the passing of a Davidhadtherespectandjea/ousy Davidmade an extremely valuable
truegentleman, the lawyers'lawyer, of allhis colleagues, for his work, contribution to the health and
a generous colleague and a dear but especially for his principles. wellbeing of Terntorians and was
friend. We will miss the greeting When you can't find a lawyer, of alwaysapleasure to workwith

allpeople, to saya bad wordabout DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH'How are you, my friend?"
TOM AND TESSA PAULING you, you realise how special he

When I have to deal with David was greatly respected andwas

David was an extraordinary inari- some tricky problem, with people admired by all in the Northern
andprincip/e involved, Ithink, how Territory Legal Profession and hean inspiration to many

DELIA LAWRIE wouldDavidgoaboutthat? It never will be sorely missed by alithat
foils. We are muchbetterpeoplefor knewhim

David was a kind, gentle, fair inari his influence, care and friendship CHIEF JUSTICE, JUDGES,
who treated everyone the same, MASTERAND STAFF OFTHEALAN LINDSAYAND ALISON

regardless of whether you were a SUPREME COURTLowRY

cleaner, roundsc/erk, orlawyer. He
alwaysmademei^elimportantand David has a variety of skills and David was a kind inari who spent
worthy of his time abilities, but the skillthat I have more timecoachingandlisteningto

DEB CARR alwaysadmiredmostishi^ability to me than Idesen/ed. lappreciated
squeeze a cuddle out of any good his stories both professional and

Scrupulously honest and fiercely looking woman who happens to personal, andlstillgiggle tomyself
defonsiveoftheprincipledposition. come within arm's reach! as Irememberthe story he toldme
A great advocate, ' I would always DANNY MASTERS that someone came to his house

want David Fanguhar on my side and commented on the bodgey
A greati7iend; always had time to 'David was the best huggerin the flooringjob that he hadup untilthen
listen and talk, ' always interested whole world. " been quite proud of doing himself!
in torni/y and friends. He was the SALLY SIEVERS, ALISON CLAIRE DENNING

finest of men and a greatmate LowRY, TERRY LISsoN, SUE
RICHARD GILES OLIVER, ALISON MAYNARD, A wonderful lawyer always ready

JENNY BLOKLAND, JUDITH with wisecounselandgoodhumour,
KELLY etc etc etc a true and valued friend

NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL

AID COMMISSION

pace:

David is one of the very few
people about whom I can fairly
say that I have never heard a Davidmade a greatcontribution to
negative statement. He has the the development of publicpolicyin
skilland personality to be able to the areas of public liability reform I have known David Fanguhar for
communicate, relate topeople and motor accident compensation and decades andhavealwayslikedand
conduct himselfin such a way so insurance arrangements in the respected him, bothasalawyerand
as to earn universal support and Territory. His prodigiousskil/sand asa friend

determined charm will be greatlyrespect
HUGHBRADLEY missed
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THE UNDERTREASURERAND David made a huge contribution
STAFF to TIO through his tireless workDavid was a good friend of the

on Motor Accident CompensationSFNT and provided a role model
to which we should allaspire, not Robert/IkedDavidsomuch that on reform, as a trusted advisor, and
lustin terms of his superb legal one occasion he wasevenpleased as a Board member. David had a
skills, but also his high standard of forDavid's sake aboutthe Doggies keen desire to ensure that TIO had
professionalism, ethics, courtesy beating St Ki/da - even though he a 'heartandsoul"anddidthe right
anddedication to the idealsthatour hadsome money on StKilda! thing by both its customers and its

BARBARABRADSHAW staffpronession represents.
RICHARD HARDING CEO TIODAVID LISSON

'Davidwasthebesthuggerin the whole world. "

GRAHAM NICHOLSON
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Requiescat in pace:
David was my principal during my David always was, and will be for envelope you in a huge hug which
articles some 200ddyearsago and a very long time, a shining light for lifted your spirits for the rest of the
his influence andstyle is reflected Northern Territory lawyers. David day
in the way IPractise the law even inspired us to remember values,

and to try to be better lawyers,today
DAVID DESILVA better advocates, better officersof I have so many memories of

happy, and sometimes serious,the Court and better people
DUNCAN AND CHRISSY times hanging around the Courts

MCCONNEL with David passing on so much
knowledge

David was allclass. He treated the

small with the same respect and
dignity as the mighty

SIMONWIESE Dave was a fominist. He truly
believed in the strengths and

I have always held David in the abilities of womenandtheirrightto David's congratulatory hug and
highest esteem. His legal acumen betreatedequally. Of coursewith encouragement gave me the
is without equal. I have been fourbrilliantwomeninhi^lingsome confidence needed for years to
thinking of how best to describe would sayhe hadlittle choice. But come. He hasalwaysbeen forme
David as a lawyer. I quite like it went deeper than that- he was ashiningexampleofwhata/awyer
'kilnar of the legal profession': but a great encourager and mentor of should be
Iaiso like, "elderstatesman of the women
law"

Davidencouragedmeandinspired
David was a profound influence in me to be a lawyer and 110ved him

When Ifirst arrived in Darwin as a my lire. Ifemember his kindness sharing his university stories with
Magistrate, David was one of the and assistance he gave to me as me (Fail^^g is notthe end of the
firstlegal practitioners who came a young green solicitorand Ihave world??)
up and spoke to me. He was tried toemulatethatforothers
very welcoming and gracious, and MERRAN SHORT

David was a warm and welcomingsuddenly the Northern Territory
didn't seem so strange. Overthe As a colleague of David's since role model for younger lawyers,
subsequentyears we have shared I was an articled clerk in 1996, I including myself
many a courtroom and David has have long respected him as a true
always been an exemplary lawyer, gentleman admired for the dignity
wellprepared and courteous, with he brings to our proit?ssion. He Davidfreelygave/earned counsel,

was a true adversary, but without strong advocacy, and care andunfailing integrity
support to many frontfine healthSALLYTHOMAS everlosing common decency

JODITRUMAN staff
David's advocacy style?.' "Come
with me, Your Honour, you can David was an outstanding lawyer
trust me (as opposed to that other and had the gift of making people The Fanguharlknew was flair, and

reasonable, and measured andpiece ofpoo). Take my hand, I feelvalued. Afarecombinaton
MELANIELITTLE sensible. Even hi^ light wordswill take you through these dark

carried great weight. The bestwoods and bring you home sai^."
He was always urinallingly polite lawyers are those who keep theirWHOAU

JOHNLAWRENCE and provided guidance in the clients out of court and that was
way you would expect a model certainly David's modus operandi

When Iwas little Iwanted to marry litigant to do. He was also such But whenpeople ended up in deep
a inari like Dave, who loved so a happy andjovialman. It never trouble, David was their first port

mattered where he was or what of call. He was a greati7xer offreely and openly
STEPH DAVIES was happening, he never failed to problems

JOHN LowNDES

CATHYSPURR

SUE OLIVER

JENNY BLOKLAND

TANYA FONG LIM

"Davidwasallclass. He treated the smallwith

the same respect and dignity as the mighty. "
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EMMA FARNELL

INGRID MEIER

BOB WHITEHEAD

PETER BARR




