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Warm reception for law postgraduates on Canberra’s coldest day in 40 years

On a very frosty June morning, 48 students from universities all over Australia convened in Canberra to attend the Australian National Postgraduate Law Conference, Law and Change: Exploring the Role of Legal Research in Law Reform and Social Justice. The event was held at the ANU College of Law on 11 and 12 June 2009.  This conference was for postgraduate law research students and was organised by a committee of postgraduate research students from the ANU College of Law.  
The conference was opened by the student organising committee, ANU College of Law Dean Professor Michael Coper and Associate Professor Simon Rice OAM, College Director of Law Reform and Social Justice. There were 13 panels of student speakers, covering climate change, water law, counter-terrorism law, commercial law, sexual assault, women's rights, intellectual property, children's rights, international law, refugees, public law, customary and Indigenous law, planning and property law.  After each panel, students had the opportunity to provide feedback on the research presented an engage in discussion and debate.  The panels were chaired by students and academics of the ANU College of Law.  

Attendees also heard presentations from six keynote speakers, The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG (Staying Honest but Having Values in Research), Professor Don Rothwell ('Maintaining a Dialogue': Lights, Camera, Mobile Phones, the News Cycle and the Law), Professor Margaret Thornton (Research in the New Knowledge Economy), Associate Professor Patricia Easteal (Using Research Findings to Achieve Social Justice and Law Reform: Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Myths), Dr Hitoshi Nasu (How to Get Your Thesis Published), and Dr Kris Hanscombe SC (Scope and Limitations of Legal Research in Achieving Legislative, Substantive or Procedural Change).  After each keynote speaker’s presentation there was time for questions and discussion.
Participants in the conference enjoyed the opportunity to hear presentations on a wide variety of areas of law and to hear from inspirational lawyers and academics.  The students found it beneficial to discuss their research in progress and network with other postgraduate law research students.  The keynote speakers encouraged the students to think broadly about their role as researchers and the impact that their research might have in promoting law reform and social justice.  At the close of proceedings, ANU College of Law Director of Higher Degree Research Dr Mark Nolan congratulated the organising committee on a successful conference, noting that this was a unique event organised 'by law postgraduates, for law postgraduates’.
Funding for the conference was provided by the ANU College of Law, the ANU Registrar and the Pro Vice Chancellor for Research.  This funding enabled the conference to be held at no registration cost, with the provision of 12 bursaries for travel and accommodation, a scholarship for the best candidate and a prize for the best presentation at the conference.  

The organising committee (Owen Cordes-Holland, Elinor Jean, Brad Jessup, Wendy Kukulies-Smith, Alison McLennan and Rebecca Monson) would like to thank The Hon Michael Kirby for flying to Canberra from New York, despite the fog, to speak at the conference.  We would also like to thank all the keynote speakers and panel chairs, the Dean for his financial support and attendance at the conference, Dr Mark Nolan and Dinah Rigg for their invaluable assistance, and the Registrar and Pro-Vice Chancellor for providing additional funding.
