Global rise in pirated software; Estimated value tops $65 billion 
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13 May 2009 (Canberra Times)
The global use of pirated software has topped 41 per cent of all programs, driven by the growth of personal computers in China and India, an industry group says. It was the second year in a row the global rate had risen, but in Australia just 26 per cent of software being used was pirated in 2008, a drop of 2percentage points in one year. The Business Software Alliance issued its annual Global Software Piracy Study yesterday, revealing the estimated global value of pirated software topped $US50 billion ($A65.6billion) for the first time. Australia ranked 10th for compliance out of the 110 countries studied. The highest-ranked countries for legitimate software included the United States, Japan and New Zealand, with about 20per cent piracy rates, while the lowest included Georgia, Bangladesh and Zimbabwe, all with more than 90per cent.

The study, conducted by global market research company IDC, estimated the value of pirated software in Australia was $A834million.Business Software Alliance Australia co-chair Claire Wharrier said the impact of software piracy was twofold. ''Yes, there's impact on the [alliance] member companies, but we're also very interested in what I would call the IT ecosystem impact,'' she said. ''For every dollar that is spent on software, there's another $3 to $4 that's spent for local IT service and distribution firms.'' The alliance member companies include Apple, Microsoft, IBM and other major industry players. The alliance defines software piracy as the unauthorised copying or distribution of copyrighted software. This can be done by copying, downloading, sharing, selling or installing multiple copies onto personal or work computers. The study involved surveying computer users to determine how much software they obtained in 2008. The researchers received more than 6000 responses and compared how much software users received with the amount of software actually purchased. They found that from 2007 to 2008, the rate of software piracy dropped in more than half of the 110 countries studied, remained the same in nearly one-third and rose in 16.

Australian National University information technology law specialist Matthew Rimmer said he would treat the findings with a ''significant degree of caution and distrust'', and questioned the study's methodology, particularly the cost estimations of pirated software. ''I just see this as an industry study designed to drum up stronger forms of intellectual property protection in the courts and various parliaments around the world.'' Dr Rimmer said. 
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