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     Media release

                                 From the Deputy Premier and Attorney-General

Thursday, March 13, 2008
MICK DODSON TO HEAD GOVERNMENT’S alternative Framework for negotiating native title

The State Government and traditional Aboriginal owners have committed to work together to improve the system for resolving native title claims in Victoria, Deputy Premier and Attorney-General Rob Hulls said today.

“Our goal is to create a better way of negotiating native title that delivers faster outcomes and a fair go for all,” Mr Hulls said.

Under a Victorian framework, the State Government could negotiate directly with traditional owner groups, outside the current federal court system. This would allow the State to be proactive rather than reactive in the resolution of claims, saving time and money.

Indigenous groups would still need to prove their traditional connection to the land claimed, and be able to demonstrate organisational capacity prior to negotiation.

Environmental issues and the interests of third parties would be taken into account in developing the framework. It is important to note that native title claims do not affect freehold land. 

“Native title claims concern Crown land only, not private property. While claims remain unresolved, it can mean costly delays in development,” Mr Hulls said.

The State Government has successfully negotiated settlements with the Wimmera, Gunditjmara and Yorta Yorta peoples and will develop a system that builds on those agreements.

Professor Mick Dodson has been invited to be the independent chair of a Steering Committee comprising representatives of the Victorian Traditional Owner Land Justice Group and State representatives whose joint task will be to develop a Victorian settlement framework.  

“We believe Professor Dodson’s skills and experience will provide the momentum to drive a positive outcome for all the parties,” Mr Hulls said.

Professor Dodson congratulated the Victorian Government and the traditional owners on the initiative. “I feel honoured to be part of a process that is building a solid foundation for the future," he said.

In the second half of 2008, the Steering Committee will present a draft framework to Government for its consideration. 

Aboriginal Affairs Minister Richard Wynne said: “The objectives of a Victorian framework are to build stronger partnerships with Indigenous Victorians, strengthen communities and cultural identity and increase economic opportunities.”

Environment Minister Gavin Jennings said the proposal would create certainty around the use of Crown land for all Victorians and free up development and conservation projects.
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