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Thank you Prime Minister. 
I feel quite embarrassed and humbled in accepting this honour but I am enormously proud to receive it and I’m going to do my very best. 

In this role my wish is to build our understanding of what it means to protect the rights and human dignity of all Australians. 

Upholding human rights is about looking out for each other, taking the idea of fairness seriously. 
And it goes to the heart of who we are as a nation. 

We Australians are responsible for this. But sometimes we don’t speak up when we should. We pretend a problem will go away or we ignore it because we think it’s too hard. 
I have great faith in all Australians – my countrymen. What I want to say this year is: we’re better than that. 
I know it because I’m Australian. 
