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This discussion group will focus on the present status and emerging trends in the norms 
governing the use of force under the United Nations Charter and customary international law.  
Particular regard will be paid to aspects of the UN Secretary General's Report "in Larger 
Freedom" of 2005, and future challenges to international conflict management. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Michael Smith is a barrister and international lawyer. He holds degrees from the University of 
Melbourne, Sydney University and the London School of Economics and Political Science.     His 
research interests as a Visiting Fellow at the ANU College of Law include  the legal aspects of 
national security; the international regime for the use of force and conflict management;  and 
aspects of international humanitarian law. Dr Smith holds the rank of Commodore in the Royal 
Australian Navy Reserve. 


