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PUBLIC LECTURE

 The views expressed in this seminar are those of the presenter and do not necessarily represent the views of The Australian National University.

INTERNATIONAL LAW & CITIZENSHIP

THE LECTURE
The conventional wisdom has categorically situated citizenship practice at the core of sovereign 
discretion, outside the ambit of international law. But recent developments suggest that human 
rights norms will come to bear on rules relating to birth citizenship, naturalization, and dual 
nationality.  The emergence of an international law of citizenship advances human rights and 
anti-discrimination norms.  Over the long run, however, it undermines the liberal state as a 
location for the redistribution of rights

THE LECTURER
Professor Peter Spiro is currently Charles R. Weiner Professor of Law, Temple University - Beasley 
School of Law, Philadelphia, and also Co-director, of the Institute for International Law and 
Policy, teaching courses in immigration and international law. He was previously Rusk Professor 
of International Law & Associate Dean for Faculty Development, University of Georgia Law 
School, Athens, Georgia. Professor Spiro’s major works include BEYOND CITIZENSHIP: AMERICAN 
IDENTITY AFTER GLOBALIZATION (Oxford University Press, 2008), and Thomas Biersteker, 
Veronica Raffo, Chandra Sriram & Peter Spiro, eds., INTERNATIONAL LAW AND INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS: BRIDGING THEORY AND PRACTICE (Routledge, 2006)


