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Mr Michael Kirby was the Special Representative for Human Rights of the UN Secretary-General in 
Cambodia from 1993–1996. This lecture will begin with Michael Kirby’s contributions to peacebuilding 
in that context and then consider the role of international institutions in building peace more 
generally. 

Hilary Charlesworth is an Australian Research Council Federation Fellow, Professor in the Regulatory 
Institutions Network and Director of the Centre for International Governance and Justice at the ANU. 
She also holds an appointment as Professor of International Law and Human Rights in the ANU College 
of Law. She has taught at the Universities of Melbourne and Adelaide and held visiting appointments 
in Europe and the United States. Her research interests are in international law and human rights law.
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The Annual Kirby lecture on international law is an initiative of the Centre for International & Public Law, 
established to recognise Michael Kirby AC CMG’s long passion and service to international law. 


