
 

CIPL Discussion Group/International Law Roundtable 
 
 

Treaty Crimes: Why They Aren't 
International Crimes 
 
 
 

Associate Professor Neil Boister  
School of Law, University of Canterbury 
 
 
Thursday 23 November 2006, 1pm  
Staff Library Level 1, ANU College of Law, cnr Fellows & East Roads, The ANU 
RSVP to: cipl@law.anu.edu.au by cob 22 November 2006 
 
 
 
International criminal lawyers sometimes claim that the "treaty crimes" created by multilateral 
treaties such as the 1988 Vienna Drug Trafficking Convention are "international Crimes". This 
seminar rejects that categorisation, attempts to explain why it was made, examines the legal 
nature of "treaty crimes", and explores some of the negative consequences of the identification of 
the "treaty crimes" as "international crimes".  
 
Neil Boister joined the University of Canterbury, from the University of Nottingham at the 
beginning of 2003.  His principle areas of research interest lie in the intersection between the 
fields of criminal law and international law.  He is currently engaged in writing a monograph, co-
authored with Dr. Robert Cryer of the University of Nottingham, to be entitled "The Tokyo 
International Military Tribunal, A Reappraisal" (OUP). 
 
This is a free event and open to the public.
 
 
 

The views expressed in this lecture are those of the presenter and do not necessarily represent the views of  
The Australian National University . 

 


