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TENTH ANNUAL GEOFFREY SAWER LECTURE 2007

AUSTRALIAN EXCEPTIONALISM  
   IN JUDICIAL REVIEW

Professor Michael Taggart
University of Auckland

Friday 9 November 6–7pm
Visions Theatre, National Museum of Australia

The lecture is free and open to the public.  
Refreshments will be served in the Hall before the lecture.  
Enquiries E: cipl@law.anu.edu.au T: 02 6125 0454

It is increasingly common to see reference in the 
literature and debates to Australian exceptionalism 
in public law. In this lecture Professor Michael 
Taggart asks whether this means that Australia, and 
particularly its highest court, is out of step with 
the rest of the common law world. He will examine 
that proposition with reference to cases in the 
judicial review part of Australian administrative law. 
Another, more provocative way to put this inquiry 
is to ask why anyone outside Australia should 
feel the need to read the High Court of Australia 
jurisprudence on judicial review?

The Geoffrey Sawer Lecture is taking place as part of the Twelfth Public Law Weekend. 
People attending the lecture are also welcome to attend the conference dinner taking 
place on Friday 9 November, 7.30pm (after the Geoffrey Sawer Lecture) at the Lobby 
Restaurant. For more information on how to register for the conference dinner see  
http://law.anu.edu.au/cipl/events.asp
Registration and payment for the Conference dinner close on Friday 2 November 2007.
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Michael Taggart has taught at the 
Faculty of Law in the University 
of Auckland since 1982 and is 
the first holder of the Alexander 
Turner Chair in Law. He has written 
extensively on administrative and 
public law, privatisation and the 
public/private law divide, and is 
Co-Editor of Public Law Review. His 
books include: Inside and Outside 
Canadian Administrative Law: 
Essays in Honour of David Mullan 
(University of Toronto Press, 2006, 
edited with Grant Huscroft); An 
Index to Common Law Festschriften: 
From the beginning of the genre 
up to 2005 (Hart Publishing, 2006, 
editor); Private Property and Abuse 
of Rights in Victorian England: The 
Story of Edward Pickles and the 
Bradford Water Supply (Oxford 
University Press, 2002); The 
Province of Administrative Law 
(Hart Publishing, 1997, editor). 
He has taught and visited at the 
Universities of Toronto, Cambridge, 
Saskatchewan, Melbourne, Osgoode 
Hall Law School, Paris II, University 
of Western Ontario and Queen’s 
University, Canada.


