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Between 1975 and 1979 approximately 1.7 million people lost their lives
in the Cambodian genocide under Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge regime. The
enormous number of deaths, amounting to 21 per cent of the country’s
population, was a tragedy that devastated the country.

In 2002, the United Nations and the Royal Government of Cambodia
came to an agreement to establish a special court called the ‘Extraordinary
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia for the Prosecution of Crimes
Committed during the Khmer Rouge regime 1975-1979 (the ECCC). The
ECCC is sometimes referred to as a ‘hybrid court’, i.e. one with both
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domestic and international elements. A special chamber has been
established in the existing court structure of the Cambodian Courts where
Cambodian and International judges sit together and jointly preside over
hearings. A major innovation of the ECCC is the enhanced role it gives
victims - they can be recognised as parties to the proceedings.

This seminar will discuss the “extraordinary’ nature of the court, both in its
structure and victim participation. It will comment on the progress of the
cases to-date, how it has been received in Cambodia and its relationship
to the broader project of international criminal justice.
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