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Stephen J. Rapp
U.S. Ambassador-at-Large
War Crimes Issues

The Offi ce of War Crimes Issues, led by Ambassador Rapp, advises the Secretary of State directly and formulates U.S. policy 
responses to atrocities committed in areas of confl ict and elsewhere throughout the world. The offi ce coordinates U.S. 
Government support for war crimes accountability in the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Cambodia, Iraq, and other 
regions where crimes have been committed against civilian populations on a massive scale. The offi ce works closely with 
other governments, international institutions, and non-government organizations, and with the courts themselves, to see that 
international and domestic war crimes tribunals succeed in their efforts to bring those responsible for such crimes to justice. 
The Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes Issues has available a range of diplomatic, legal, economic, military, and intelligence 
tools to help secure peace and stability, ensure accountability, and build the rule of law.

Prior to his appointment, he served as Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone beginning in January 2007, leading the 
prosecutions of former Liberian President Charles Taylor and other persons alleged to bear the greatest responsibility for the 
atrocities committed during the civil war in Sierra Leone. During his tenure, his offi ce achieved the fi rst convictions in history 
for sexual slavery and forced marriage as crimes against humanity, and for attacks on peacekeepers and for recruitment and 
use of child soldiers as violations of international humanitarian law.

From 2001 to 2007, Mr. Rapp served as Senior Trial Attorney and Chief of Prosecutions at the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda, personally heading the trial team that achieved convictions of the principals of RTLM radio and Kangura newspaper—
the fi rst in history for leaders of the mass media for the crime of direct and public incitement to commit genocide. 

Mr. Rapp was United States Attorney in the Northern District of Iowa from 1993 to 2001, where his offi ce won historic 
convictions under the fi rearms provision of the Violence Against Women Act and the serious violent offender provision of the 
1994 Crime Act. Prior to his tenure as U.S. Attorney, he worked as an attorney in private practice and served as Staff Director of 
the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Juvenile Delinquency and as an elected member of the Iowa Legislature. 

He received his BA degree from Harvard College in 1971. He attended Columbia and Drake Law Schools and received his JD 
degree from Drake in 1974.
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