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The Rudd Government's recognition in February of Kosovo's declaration of 
independence from Serbia raised long standing issues with respect to 
Australia's recognition policy and its consistency with international law, and the 
consequences flowing from the immediate recognition of newly emergent 
states. In addition, the case of Kosovo raised tensions with Serbia and also 
other key allies such as the Russian Federation. 
 
This seminar will address these issues from both a legal and international 
relations perspective. 
 
Speaker: 
Associate Professor Peter Radan BA, LLB, PhD (Syd) is Associate Professor of 
Law, and Head, Department of Law, of the Division of Law, Macquarie 
University. His principal areas of research interest are in international law with a 
particular focus on state succession and self determination. Key publications in 
the field include Creating New States, Theory & Practice of Secession (with A 
Pavkovic, Ashgate, Aldershot 2007) and The Break-up of Yugoslavia and 
International Law (Routledge, London, 2002).  
 
Commentator: 
Dr Heather Rae, Fellow, Department of International Relations, RSPAS; Deputy 
Director of Studies, GSIA Program 
 
Chair: 
Professor Don Rothwell, ANU College of Law, The Australian National 
University 
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