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Debates about protecting human rights have been going on in the European Union (EU) for 
almost four decades. The EU still has no binding written human rights catalogue, but human 
rights recently have gained momentum by the drafting of the Charter of Fundamental Rights, a 
more assertive application of human rights and the coupling of human rights with the 
unexpectedly powerful concept of Union citizenship by the European Court of Justice. This paper 
argues that irrespective of a formal intensification of integration, the very fact of including non-
economic values into the law of the EU leads to new hierarchies in the law and to a 
constitutionalisation “through” the back door.  
 
Dr. Katja S. Ziegler is Lecturer in Law, DAAD Fellow and Deputy Director of the Institute of 
European and Comparative Law, University of Oxford. Her main research interests lie in the 
fields of European, public international, human rights and (comparative) constitutional law. Prior 
to her lectureship in Oxford, she worked as a barrister in EC Competition Law and regulatory 
affairs in Brussels and as a lecturer in law at the University of Bielefeld, Germany. 
 
 
This discussion group is held in conjunction with the National Europe Centre's European 
Studies Summer School. 
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