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In 1995, the International Committee of the Red Cross, along with a range of renowned experts, 
embarked upon a major international study into State practice in order to identify customary rules 
of international humanitarian law applicable in international and non-international armed 
conflicts. This new and long-awaited study identifies a common core of rules protecting all victims 
of war. 
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Professor Louise Doswald-Beck (LLM, London) is the Director of the University Centre for 
International Humanitarian Law in Geneva. She served as Secretary-General of the International 
Commission of Jurists from 2001-2003. From 1987-2001, she was Head of the Legal Division of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Geneva. She is co-author of the ICRC ‘Customary 
International Humanitarian Law’ study, published in 2005. 
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Solferino Seminars are organised by the International 
Humanitarian Law Department of the Australian Red Cross, 
ACT. The name Solferino comes from the battlefield in 
Northern Italy where, in 1859, Henry Dunant witnessed 
great carnage and suffering, inspiring him to work for the 
establishment of the Red Cross Movement. 
 
 
 

The views expressed in this lecture are those of the presenter and do not necessarily represent the views of The Australian National University. 
 


