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Professor Hugh Corder
Professor of Public Law
University of Cape Town, South Africa

TWELFTH GEOFFREY SAWER LECTURE 2009

 The views expressed in this lecture are those of the presenter and do not necessarily represent the views of The Australian National University.

ON STORMY WATERS: South Africa’s Judges 
(& Politicians) test the limits of their 
Constitutional Authority

THE LECTURE
The formal provisions of the South African Constitution have , over the past fi fteen years, shifted from a racist 
variation of parliamentary sovereignty to a constitutional democracy based on limited government under law, 
striving for dignity, equality and freedom. The Constitution of 1996 seeks to incorporate the best lessons learnt 
by other such systems over the past sixty years in particular, blended with substantial infusions of supranational 
scholarship and experience and built on an African, developing country base. The superior courts have had to 
assume a more directly “political” role in exercising the testing power of judicial review, not only in respect to 
the protection and enforcement of basic rights. Their judgments have had to engage with urgent socio-economic 
problems, as those faced with dire circumstances have increasingly turned to the courts to hold the executive and 
legislature accountable to their constitutional mandate. 
In crafting their responses, the judges have had to be extremely sensitive both to their responsibility to the letter 
and values of the Constitution but also to the policies and limitations of the other branches of government. 
This lecture seeks to analyse the current situation critically, and to speculate on what lies ahead in this sphere.
THE LECTURER
Hugh Corder was the Dean of the Faculty of Law at UCT and has been Professor of Public Law at UCT since 1987. 
A graduate of the universities of Cape Town, Cambridge and Oxford, his main teaching and research interests fall 
within the fi eld of Constitutional and Administrative Law, particularly judicial appointment and accountability 
and mechanisms to further administrative accountability. Professor Corder has been widely involved in community 
work since his student days, concentrating on popular legal education, race relations, human rights and the 
abolition of the death penalty. He served as a technical adviser in the drafting of the transitional Bill of Rights 
for South Africa. He has written two books and edited a further three, and has contributed many articles and 
chapters in books.
The Geoffrey Sawer Lecture is taking place as part of the Fourteenth Public Law Weekend (http://law.anu.edu.au/CIPL).
People attending the lecture are also welcome to attend the conference dinner on Thursday 12 November, 7.30pm (after the Sawer Lecture) 
at Vanillabean Restaurant, John Curtin School of Medical Research, Garran Road, ANU. To register for the Conference Dinner, please fi ll out 
the following form. Registration and payment for the Conference Dinner, closes on Thursday 5 November 2009.



DINNER REGISTRATION FORM 
Fourteenth Annual Public Law Week-end 

Thursday 12 November, 2009 

VANILLABEAN John Curtin School of Medical Research 
Garran Road, The Australian National University 

 
Hosted by the ANU College of Law, Centre for 

International & Public Law 

 

 

Please register by 5 November, 2009  

Title:  First name:  Family name:  

Organisation:  

Mailing Address:  

 

T: E: 

Special dietary requirements:  

CONFERENCE DINNER (Thursday, 12 November, 7.30-9.00pm) 
Conference Dinner at VANILLABEAN, John Curtin School of Medical Research, ANU 

I will attend the Thursday night dinner at $90.00 per person 

 Yes 

I will bring a guest at $90.00 per person 

 Yes 
 No 

Guest’s Name_________________________________________________ 
 
Dietary Requirements____________________________________ 

TOTAL COST    $___________________________ 
 

PAYMENT 
All fees are GST inclusive. This form will become a tax invoice once payment has been made. A receipt will 
be provided upon payment. 

The Australian National University 
ABN 52234063906 

 
Please pay by one of the following options: 

  1. CHEQUE or MONEY ORDER 

 Made payable to: The Australian National University 

  2. CREDIT CARD TYPE (AMEX/Diners not accepted) 

  VISA   MASTERCARD  

Credit Card number:  

Expiry date: ____ / ____ Total amount: $ 

Name of cardholder:  Signature: 



 2

 
 
or by 

  3. INVOICE REQUIRED 

If you wish to have an invoice sent to your place of work, please complete this form, tick the 
“invoice required” box and send to the below address. 

Mailing address for invoice (only if different from your mailing address) 

 

 

CANCELLATIONS 
A substitute delegate is welcome if you are unable to attend (please just let us know). 
An administration fee of $50 will be charged for cancellations received in writing before 3 November 2009. 
No refunds will be made after this date. 
 
SEND APPLICATION 
Please forward this form and payment to: 

Fax: (02) 6125 0103 

Post: Public Law Week-end 
 COAST 

ANU College of Law 
The Australian National University 
ACT  0200  AUSTRALIA 
 

ENQUIRIES 
T: (02) 6125 0454  
E: coast@law.anu.edu.au 
W: http://law.anu.edu.au/cipl 
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